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SUBJECT: SIMPLIFIED CHARACTER TEXT OE 'WILDLIEE CONVENTION 
REF: TAIPEI A-14(NOTAL) 

1. ROC EMBASSY EIRST SECRETARY (PAUL) TSO JIH-KWO CALLED 
ON DEPTOEES JANUARY 29 TO CONTINUE LONGSTANDING ROC 
COMPLAINT ABOUT USE OE SIMPLIEIED CHARACTERS IN CHINESE 
TEXT OF WILDLIFE CONVENTION. HIS PURPOSE WAS TO OBTAIN 
US AGREEMENT TO SUBSTITUTE ROC'S TRADITIONAL CHARACTER 
TRANSLATION FOR PRESENT SIMPLIFIED CHARACTER VERSION 
(WHICH WE COMMISSIONED). 

2. TSO FIRST NOTED THAT ROC WAS STILL AWAITING DEPART- 
MENT NOTE REQUESTING ITS COMMENTS ON CHINESE TEXT. 

DEPTOEE APOLOGIZED EOR HAVING EARLIER MISTAKENLY INEORMED 
ROC EMBASSY THAT SUCH REQUEST WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. WE 
HAVE NOW LEARNED THAT BY CONEERENCE RESOLUTION ONLY 
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BE CIRCULARIZED FOR COMMENTS. 

3. DEPTOEF ALSO NOTED THAT EVEN IF IT WERE EEASIBLE TO 
CIRCULARIZE ROC SUBSTITUTE TRANSLATION, PRACTICAL RESULT 
MIGHT BE CALLING INTO QUESTION OE ROC RIGHT TO SIGN 

CONVENTION BY STATES WHICH DO NOT RECOGNIZE ROC. 

4. DEPTOEF EXPLAINED ROC WAS EREE TO USE ITS OWN 
TRANSLATION OF CONVENTION ON TAIWAN NOTING THAT ON AT 
LEAST ONE OCCASION, WE HAD SENT OWN AMERICAN ENGLISH 
VERSION OE A TREATY TO SENATE EOR RATIFICATION IN LIEU 
OE BRITISH ENGLISH VERSION. TSO SEEMED RELIEVED 

AT THIS. 

5. SPEAKING ON PERSONAL BASIS, DEPTOEE ADVISED THAT 
ROC EEEORTS TO GET US TO RECONSIDER QUESTION OE CHINESE 
LANGUAGE TEXT WERE NOT LIKELY TO SUCCEED. OUR POSITION 
REMAINS AS STATED IN THE DEPARTMENT'S MARCH 21, 1974 
NOTE, VIZ "CHINESE TEXT OF CONVENTION WAS PREPARED, AS 

IS DEPARTMENT'S PRACTICE REGARDING MULTILATERAL AGREE- 
MENTS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS USAGE AND WILL 
BE SO PUBLISHED." 
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